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course of their realization that the result was totally different
from, and even antagonistic to, what they had expected. It is
necessary, therefore, in trying to gauge the influence of specific
doctrines on the mentalityof peoples, not merely to investigate the
theories of philosophers but also their distortions in the ideologies
of classes and of peoples.
It has often been asserted that each national character was
expressed in a specific system of philosophy, but in reality the
philosophical development of every nation shows many different
types of thought. Nevertheless, it is true that in each nation a
certain type has obtained the preponderance which was mainly
effected by the strength of certain political and social factors and
that each nation to-day regards a certain type as characteristic
of its nationality, in regard both to civilization and to politics.
The English regard empiricism and aversion to abstract theories
as their national characteristics, and connect them with their
preference for compromise, liberalism and democracy. The
French pride themselves on their great tradition of Rationalism
and the dominant position of clear reason in their politics. The
Germans are equally. proud of their great metaphysical philo-
sophers, of the idealistic, mystical and romantic elements in their
chought, and they also "assert a close connexion between their
national philosophy and their politics.
The correlation between philosophy and politics, however, has
not only been pointed out by writers who were inspired by
national pride. It has often been stressed with the intention .of
making another nation responsible for the evil features of its
national evolution. In the last Great War, in particular, many
famous German scholars accused the English and the French of
having developed systems of thought favourable to the growth of
a public spirit and of political doctrines which brought about the
war. On the other hand, prominent French and English
scholars asserted that it was precisely German philosophical
thought which had moulded the political mentality from which
the Great War sprang. Both sides, therefore, tried to show that
the war was not merely an accident, brought about by the
blunders of statesmen and diplomatists, but that it was deeply
rooted in the antagonism of the whole ideals and beliefs of the
peoples concerned,1 This argument has been particularly
1 On the German side some books of this kind, all by prominent scholars and
writers, were \Vilhelm Wundt, Die Natwnen und ihre Phtfosopfue, 1915 ; Max Scheler,
Der Gemus des Krieges und der deutsche Krieg, 1915 (cf. the post-war book by Scheler,
JV&ion und Wdtansckawmg> 1923) ; Werner Sombart, Handler wd Helden, 1915. On
the French side the political mentality of the Germans was traced to their philosophy